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WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the GRANTS BOARD held on Wednesday 26 July 2023 at 
7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, The Campus, Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts, AL8 6AE 

 
PRESENT: Councillors M.Siewniak (Chairman) 

M.Birleson (Vice-Chairman) 
  L.Chesterman, R.Lass, D.Jones, S.McNamara, 

B.Sarson, F.Wachuku and R.Platt 
 

 
OFFICIALS 
PRESENT: 

 Chris Barnes (Executive Director, Place) 
Joyce Guthrie (Assistant Director, Leisure, Community and Cultural 
Services) 
Clare Cade (Governance Services Manager)  

 
 
 

 
6. SUBSTITUTION OF MEMBERS 

 
Councillor Platt substituted for Councillor Skoczylas.  
 

7. APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Skoczylas.  
 

8. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2023 were agreed.  
 

9. NOTIFICATION OF URGENT BUSINESS TO BE CONSIDERED UNDER ITEM 
9 
 
There was no notification of urgent business.  
 

10. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11. SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS, IN THE OPINION OF THE CHAIRMAN, IS OF 
SUFFICIENT URGENCY TO WARRANT IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION: 
 
There were no items to discuss under this item.  
 

12. ANNUAL COMMUNITY GRANTS 2024/25 LAUNCH 
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The Board received the report of the Executive Director of Place. The report set 
out that the process for the Annual Community Grants 2024 was due to open in 
the summer. There were some changes required to the application form, and an 
intention to put this online as an easier process, however this would delay the 
process and push the start back to the end of August.  
 
The budget expected to be made available for Annual Grants for the financial 
year 2024/25 is £73,000. This is subject to the Council’s annual budget-setting 
processes and will be inclusive of the funding ring-fenced for small 
organisations. It was clarified that the decision was made this year for the 
following years grants. 
 
Officers clarified that the applications for the small grants comes with guidance 
to support smaller scale, local organisations. 
 
Advertisement for grant applications would commence on the day the Annual 
Community Grants scheme is launched. This would ensure all organisations had 
an equal opportunity to apply. 
 
The Council could support approximately 5 applications. Grant applicants whom 
were successful would be required into a service level agreement with the 
Council. 
 
The Grants Board: 
 Approved the amendments to the Annual Community Grant application process to 

ringfence funding of £2,500 from the Annual Community Grants for the award of 
small Community grants (maximum £500.00 per organisation) to enable local 
organisations to access funding for activities, including; assist with administration 
which will develop constitutions, produce policy documents and facilitate a bank 
account to enable access to wider funding streams.  

 Noted the proposed opening & closing dates for applications of 4th September 
2023 to 8th October 2023. 

 
 
Meeting ended at 8.05 pm 
 

 


